Uterine compression sutures for postpartum hemorrhage: is routine postoperative cavity evaluation needed?
Postpartum hemorrhage due to uterine atony continues to be one of the major causes of maternal morbidity and mortality. Several uterine compression suture techniques have been described and are increasingly being used worldwide as a conservative approach. However, little is known about the long-term effects on the uterine cavity, as well as fertility and pregnancy outcomes. We reviewed the reported complications and uterine findings after the use of compression sutures, both in examinations to evaluate the cavity (hysteroscopy, hysterosalpingography or sonohysterography) and at cesarean section, in order to assess the possible usefulness of routine postoperative cavity evaluation. Overall, the use of uterine compression sutures is effective and safe; however, some severe and potentially life-threatening complications have been reported and could possibly have been prevented if uterine cavity evaluation had been performed. Routine follow-up, both by hysteroscopy and an imaging technique, seems worthwhile.